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10 Great “No Reason” Gifts for Under $10 

 

We’ve all heard the saying, “It’s the thought that counts,” and this is especially true when giving a gift 

in a relationship.  Simple gifts given to a loved one, don’t have to be for any reason other than to let 

them know that you care and are thinking of them and these gifts don’t have to be expensive.  With 

a little creativeness you can give your loved one a gift that shows how much you love them and value 

your relationship for under $10.   

 

The key to giving inexpensive gifts is to make sure they are something that the person you are giving 

the gift to will really cherish and appreciate.  To give a really great inexpensive gift you have to think 

beyond the generic gifts of perfumed soaps and lotions for women and ties and socks for men.  In 

giving inexpensive gifts try to personalize the gift to reflect the personality or hobbies of the 

recipient of the gift.   

 

One inexpensive gift idea for a person who enjoys cooking is a specialty cookbook such as 

a dessert or ethnic cookbook.  Interesting cook books can often be found in the discount section of 

book stores for less than $10.  For an additional twist try making one of the dishes in the cookbook 

yourself and serving it when you present the gift to your loved one.  Your loved one will appreciate 

the gesture and enjoy sharing the dish with you and will remember that moment fondly when using 

the cookbook.   

 

For a sentimental soul, give a gift of personal photos arranged in a photo album in a unique 

way.  Photo albums can be found for just a few dollars in convenience stores and you can use 

existing photos to fill the pages.  The key to this gift is to present the photos in an original way.  Try 
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creating a photo album with a theme such as one that documents your relationship from courtship 

to your current stage or one that highlights the trips you have taken together.   

 

The runner in your life will appreciate an inexpensive stopwatch or pedometer.  While 

these gadgets can get pricey you can still find models that perform the basic functions for under $10.  

This gift lets you know that you are thinking of them and that you understand their hobby.  They will 

appreciate your interest in their activities.  You can even include a note letting them know you 

would love to join them for a run one day.   

 

Another inexpensive gift idea is a basket filled with homemade cookies, breads or other 

goodies.  If you know that your sweetheart has a sweet tooth, invest a few hours of your time to 

bake up some tasty treats for your loved one just to let them know you are thinking of them.  They 

will not only enjoy the treat you have prepared but will also appreciate the effort that went into the 

gift.  If the person you are baking the goodies for is on a special diet, be sure to incorporate their 

dietary needs into your recipe.   

 

A homemade coupon book is always a welcomed gift and can certainly be made for under 

$10.  Create coupons on your computer or by hand for services that you know your loved one will 

enjoy and include a small gift to go with the theme of the coupon book.  For example the man in a 

relationship where the couple has children could give the woman a bottle of nail polish along with 

coupons offering his services as a babysitter while she goes out for a manicure with a friend.  She will 

appreciate that you are sending her out to be pampered while you get a chance to enjoy some time 

with the kids.  In giving this gift try to think of something your partner will appreciate but won’t 

splurge on for themselves.   
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Search the discount DVD bins for ones that are less than $10.  Believe it or not, they are 

available and you just might find one that would make a great gift for someone you love.  Inexpensive 

DVDs are often less mainstream and you could use that originality to try something new.  If your 

partner is always trying to get you to go dancing but you keep refusing, you might find an 

instructional video on flamenco dancing or square dancing.  Invite your loved one over and try 

following the video together.   

 

Flowers don’t have to cost a fortune.  You may spend hundreds on red roses for Valentine’s 

Day but for everyday occasions or for no reason at all, you could stop by your local supermarket 

and pick up a bouquet of colorful wild flowers from their floral department.  Ditch the cellophane 

wrapper that the flowers come in and arrange them in a vase yourself or tie them with a pretty 

ribbon.  Pre-arranged bouquets such as these are often available for under $10.   

 

A CD filled with songs that your loved one enjoys or that have special meaning for you as a 

couple makes a wonderful and inexpensive gift.  For under $10 you could easily use your computer 

to assemble a CD of meaningful songs.  You could even create a CD cover that conveys the message 

you want to send with the CD.   

 

Outdoor enthusiasts will enjoy a trip to a local National Park to hike, observe wildlife and 

enjoy the outdoors so surprise your partner with a day trip to the park.  Entry fees for many 

National Parks are under $10 and you and your loved one will have the opportunity to spend quality 

time together.  Pack a picnic lunch and spend the day enjoying nature and each others company.   

 

If your loved one enjoys working out, a jump rope is a gift that you can give them for 

less than $10.  This inexpensive gift will not only remind them of their childhood but also 
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demonstrate that you understand them and realize that fitness is important in their life.  An even 

better idea is to buy one for yourself as well and challenge your loved one to a friendly competition.   

 

Gift giving doesn’t have to be expensive and doesn’t have to be for a specific occasion.  Surprise your 

partner with well thought out gifts that reflect their interests.  With a little creativity you can give 

your loved one a gift that shows how well you know them and they are in your thoughts every day 

and you don’t have to spend more than $10 to do so. 

 


